[Immune reactions with streptococcal antigens and homologous myocardial tropomyosin in rheumatoid arthritis with visceritis].
A humoral and cellular immune response to polysaccharide and protein antigens of the cell wall of streptococci (Groups A, B, C and G) and to homologous myocardial tropomyosin was studied in patients with rheumatoid arthritis (RA) with different clinical variants of disease and in healthy persons. In RA patients humoral and cellular immune reactions to polysaccharide and protein streptococcal antigens were especially marked with the use of the structural components of the cell wall of streptococcus, Group B. Elevated titers of antibodies to homologous myocardial tropomyosin were detected in RA patients as compared to those in a group of healthy persons, an average titer of antibodies to tropomyosin in RA patients with systemic symptoms being much higher than in patients with an articular form of disease. The authors emphasized a possible role of antigens of the cell wall of streptococcus, Group B, in the occurrence and development of immunopathological reactions in RA, and a role of antibodies to myocardial tropomyosin in immunopathogenesis of cardiac disorder in this disease.